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New…

CoreFont 16: Retrograd

• Mac OS, OS X, and Windows
• PostScript and TrueType; regular, bold, italic, bolditalic
• Encoding: Standard West (Latin 1), 

Unicode-compatible

Retrograd
The Cyrillic (Russian) script is characterized by having very few true lo-

wercase characters; only a few characters reach higher than the ‘x-

height’ or below the baseline. Retrograd imple-

ments the same principle in a Latin font using a

simple idea: it replaces standard lowercase let-

ters (uppercase remain unchanged) with Cyrillic

ones, but only in those cases where Cyrillic has

the Latin uppercase-form as a lowercase letter

(but not necessarily for the same sound)! Thus, t
becomes t, m becomes m, b becomes b, h becomes h,
k becomes k etc. Though only a handful of cha-

racters are affected, the effect is truely astonis-

hing – the appearance of the whole font suddenly

is more that of a small caps font (without being

one!). The italic weight, by the way, truely reflects

the fact that Cyrillic italic characters differ from

their upright counterparts.

The name of the font is, of course, a play of words on the name of ‘Petro-

grad’, the name of St. Petersburg before it became Leningrad, and sort of

reflects the idea behind the font (because the Cyrillic letter ‘P’ is pro-

nounced as ‘R’.) And because the font looks a bit ‘retro’, the figures are

old-style as well (0123456789).
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